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FOREWORD

Twenty-one Fellows from across Lhe country joined the
Jharkhand systems transformation team in the month of July
2021.

We welcomed them, they founded places to stay, attended
sessions on our aspirations, our theory of change, products,
and our philosophy at Piramal Foundation. They met the
existing teams, the government stakeholders, and most
importantly - made Jharkhand their home! On 15th December
2021, they stepped out across 24 districts for what we call
“Community Immersion” for 21 days. Their journey began with
staying with a family in a remote village and comprised of
doing laborious jobs, engaging in conversations with
Sarpanch, Teachers, Block Officers, Dadi, Ma, and Children.
Their 21 days of immersing in The System and more
importantly with people in that System.

My team and I witnessed that they were fully present, they
were observant, they were joyous, they were overwhelmed, and
they were touched! They were fully immersed. Isn’t Immersion
a key step to Transformation? A key step to change within
which is necessary for the change outside.

Join me in reading what they have to say, encouraging our
fellows, while they are on to the next step of reflecting on this
experience and crafting an action plan for the next 12 months.

RITU JAIN

CORE TEAM MEMBER



The process of Community Immersion as a part of the Gandhi
Fellowship blew me away. Isn't it everyone's dream who intend
to work in the social sector?

I was very anxious for it to be inducted for the first time in
Jharkhand under STP Edu Several challenges came in as we
started planning and working towards it. Since the fellowship
model has progressed from School Leadership Development
Programme to District Transformation Programme and now to
State Transformation Programme, so have the roles of fellows,
likely, from working directly with the schools to working at
block and district level and now finally at the state level.
This led to the biggest challenge for STP fellows because they
got very few opportunities to work at the school level and had
the least scope to build the rapport with the community
required for CI. Many struggled to find a host family for
themselves, later with the support of Program Leaders all got
a house.

I observed some powerful pictures during those 3 weeks and
understood the impact of CI as a process on an individual.
These pictures of fellows with children, homemakers
sarpanches and grandparents, were narrating so many stories.
The brilliant captures of the rural serenity were so appealing
that I could not resist visiting a few fellows in their
communities also because this would be my only opportunity
to connect with the community. I could only envy and at the
same time be sceptical of whether I could have survived in the
same environment if given the opportunity.

SMITA ROUTH

PROGRAM MANAGER
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BIPASHA ROY
EDITOR

We were introduced to the idea of Community Immersion.
It is a very different concept which is more about us
getting to live in an unfamiliar world. It is extremely
challenging to survive through Immersion but most of the
fellows manage to complete it. It allows us to see the
world from the lenses of the people living at the grassroots
of India. These are the people whom we aim to affect the
most, through whatever work one does inside this
organization.

The whole concept of Community Immersion is
challenging. It is often described as overwhelming by the
fellows who undergo this one-month process - several

times if they get the opportunity in the tenure of their
fellowship. Before | entered my Community Immersion, |
had mixed feelings about the whole process whether it was
worth my time and energy since, most of my engagements
are at State Level but, during my stay at a village where
nobody knew me but, still chose to accept me as a guest
and then gradually as a member of their family and
community gave me a strong sense of belongingness.
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| can confirm it is not easy to survive but, with practice and
various techniques, people do Ilive under extremely
challenging conditions. | stayed in a small village at Palamu,
Jharkhand which is quite a dangerous place for a young girl
to live by all alone with a family unknown to her. Had | not
been in this fellowship | would never have dared to even
think about moving to a place like this for a month. But,
because of the people | got to meet | understand why it is
important for us to take some safety measures and move out
of our comfort zones. The best part is all the 20 fellows
successfully completed their Community Immersion and
drove various initiatives and practised their pet projects on
the ground - be it morning and evening classes, working on
Art Education, working on Menstrual Hygiene, or spreading
awareness on Covid-19 Vaccine.

The whole experience according to me is inexplicable as you
walk into people's lives, closely feel them, shadow their day-
to-day activities and learn about their experiences often, it
makes you realize the importance of the whole process
when you bring your learnings to the table the next time
you are engaged in any kind of problem-solving activity.

The biggest contributing factor for our Community
Immersion being a success is because of the people who put
in all their faith in us and let us stay with them as family
and are glad enough to take those relationships forward
which we have built them.
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Welcome to the PahariKorwa Community

Bazaar -is still the same
here, the vehicle that
comes to its usual point
weekly -white in colour,

brings tons of joy on the
faces and into the eyes of
elders, kids, women, men
and to this soil.

“Bazaar Jaabo”
"Gumla Jaabo”
Children here are nurtured

in a way to survive in the
Jungle.
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to
from

instinct
evident

Hence, the
survive s
their actions.
They know -the axe is their
saviour, collecting &
burning wood will give
them food to eat, taking
care of their animals
(goat, buffalo, bull and
hendog) is like caring for
one’s siblings, selling their
only land produce grains
with such a sheer hardship
is the extreme point from
where they can’'t see any
money coming in for
buying the very essentials
like oil, salt & spices.



IN THIS RACE OF
DEVELOPMENT, WE HAVE
LEFT THEM SO FAR ...50

FAR, THAT EXPECTING
THEIR COMING

GENERATIONS WALKING
ALONG WITH US IS
DOUBTFUL...

Sending children to school is
still not the priority as is the
taking of an axe, cattle
rearing, helping parents in
making coal out of jungle
trees , collecting
leaves/wood F e jungles,
washing utensils, making rice
water with modern alcoholic
touch, and serving the same.
These are the immediate
breath that they take on an
everyday basis for survival.

“Ji, Ji, Ji..." is the only
response to all the questions
asked, along with the

suggestions, facilitation and
proposals offered.
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Making Kumba (small type

of Kuccha house) out "

leaves, wood, plastic and
puwal - inside a jungle, is
not an adventure but a
compulsion for their survival

and years of illusion got its &

meaning when | saw them §

drinking fungi contaminated |

water just like animals do

from the small dobhas |

(collection of running water
in pits) being the profound

technique they have
adapted in the existing &

circumstances.
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MEELIANI

"A Little Girl growing up with a Dream"

FROM THE
LENS OF A
FATHER

Tangiya, a small
village near
Jaldega, blessed
with the green
cover, rich soil
and sprinkled
with humbleness,
is where | met
him, a youhd
farmer, Fabian
Topno, forced to
be a part-time
welder. One
morning | went to
the Panchayat

Bhavan of Jaldega
to meet with the
Pradhaan, who
kept me waiting.
Like a silver lining
appeared Fabian,
to get his pending

allowance under
Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Yojna,
released.

| helped him to understand the procedure
of getting the funds and met the Pradhaan

for the same. Overwhelmed with the
support, Fabian invited me to his home- a
small hut, made of bamboo and mud,

painted blue with alpanas.

In between the talk at Fabian's, he disclosed
his earnings from a rented farm which was
around 250 bucks a day. Claimed in despair

that after cultivating rice, raddish and
vegetables for three consecutive seasons,
there has not been any growth in his

earnings. Owing to low demand in the local
market, now he needed to get out to larger
markets of Rourkela and Simdega. But in
that case the transportation would cost him
more than the profit. Eventually, the way
out for him was to work for part-time as a
welder.
10



Dream of
a Father
for his
Daughter

There was a spark in the eyes
of the villagers | interacted
with. They had limited
resources with hearts bigger
than their materialistic
wealth. The thought led me
to the curiosity of knowing
what kept Fabian going all
this while; Nothing ground-
breaking but just a word he
responded with, ‘Meeliani’-
his daughter. Fabian
continued, M I am
uneducated, but | want my
daughter to read and be a
teacher one day educating
others in the village”. | was
left numb and awestruck at
his response. | realized we all
have problems in our life, in
a way, we all are suffering,
yet despite of being
pessimistic,

Fabian is fighting his own
battle for hope. Meeliani is
his reason to live, and the
spirr- et Luinspiration. |« The
insightfulness of this little
chat taught me to give up on
ranting and that Arnab needs
to proactively fight for hope
and what's right. Fabian’'s
words would keep echoing in
my mind, "for Meeliani, Sir".

ARNAB KUMAR
SHO W




fagrz,3azuey Sfir =mEs iy
diaradf asg § S8l h gegdr-
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gIciitch 39 &3 | HST ST chl SgeldT g, cifchd HSRI HTHT ahlg ol ST AT Sicrdl 8l
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gl ¢ & Rigr a8l ora gy arafdes ®u 7| Afgen ok gy a1 agf shifdentursi= &g,
¥ Tl H gag ¥ A & gid & Ak ¥R gow Irael 9 9 Hel f98 'gfear shgd
& 3Gt afad Ja+ ohxd 81 Afged 29 RoT o g8l gonl & o= d amrd: fden
SITeh, TSGR, 3R g # omi et

DURGESH KUMAR
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DRIFTING

SOCIETY

- in search of a support
beam
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"Every situation is temporary
& change is permanent" - Is
this Positive? | believe it is
and, it surely motivates me a
lot.

In the village, | stayed for 22
days affected me a lot. | felt
it has drifted from the world
and is living in a different
time zone. There is very
little space for education
and most of the time is
spent on farming.
Predynastic the villagers
practice farming; they don’'t
have their own lands; they
practice it on other’'s land.



There are many problems.

Few among them were
practice of Castism,
Patriarchy, Child marriage.
People were unaware or not
observant enough to see if
it affected the others;
whether anyone was
affected. Mahua was their
favourite drink and
following order of wupper
cast was a nature. Far away
from the world outside
Chatra was not even seen
by many. | am talking about
a village named Pakaria,
ltkhori Block, which is in
Chatra district.

n my first day | saw they
were working happily for
almost 14-16 hours where
all employee's working
hours are 8 hours. On this |
revisited a poem written by
Tagore:

5

WAl orF 7 smam |
M MO @ FIH AFIA 300
ST
@tE 8w, IR e, Jivig I@
el 97,

ST 8 SE SF 59 §ifex
ATF I

welcomed me
helped them

They
everywhere, |
in farming, had lunch with
them, laughed, and
exchanged a lot of tories. It
helped me build
meaningful relationships.
In the meanwhile, | realised
farming and labour work is
not easy. It need several
skills and experience. But
they don’'t get the value
they deserve. | also paid
door-to-door visit for
spreading awareness about
education and Covid-19
vaccination.



During that many shared
their stories, struggles,
which. was heart-touching
and helped me to build a
good gelationship with the

whole community.

| us@d to deliver evening
 | classeés every day. In which
the tudents l|earnt and
practiced letter writing
(persnal and official),
readin with
underg,é‘anding,. English
'-».grammar class, spoken
English and gender
quali?c’y iclass—weére—=arso
included.

[
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Those smiling

faces!

Children are the

living image of
God. They spread
positivity,

happiness, and
prosperity to

whosoever gets in
touch with them.
There's so much to
learn from them.
And so, the
Children of
Beradih village
being the epitome
of happiness
taught me too, to
be happy in life no
matter what.

Having a bad day?
Just “Smile”.

Feeling lonely?
Just “talk”.

Feeling stressed?
Just “Chill”
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- CISTORY -

| remember bumping into two Kkids
eating ‘Muli” in their I neh, I
approached them and inquired if that
was the only thing they would have for
lunch & no rice. They replied “No! Qur
parents are to be at the farm today
and so they couldn’'t cook food”. There
was a constant smile on their faces
throughout. | murmured to myself
‘Look around and recall yourself
wanting at least one vegetable for
your lunch and here are these Kkids
having radish as lunch without
complaining”. Similarly, | again saw
some kids in the chilling winters
barefooted, without sweaters and
when asked “Bacho, apke sweater Kaha
hai"? They responded sweetly, “Nahi
hai”". | again asked“Apko thand nahi lag
rahi”? They replied, “Lagti toh hai par
itha to chalta hi hai. ab aadat si ho
gayi hai".

WITH JUST A FEW WORDS, THEY
GAVE ME A LEARNING FOR LIFETIME.
WHAT A BLESSING IT WAS TO HAVE

MET THEM!

One day we went to the Mela. They
insisted me to accompany them for
the swing ride. And those 2 minutes
were a rush of enjoyment.

18




THE JOY 15
IRREPLACEABLE,
UNMATCHABLE,

AND
UNFORGETTABLE

They kept saying “Bhaiya kitna maza

aaya na jhula jhulne me”, “Bhaiya,
chaliye na aur jhulejhulenge There
was an unmatchable spark in their
eyes. | contemplate, why | didn't

spend my childhood like them. Why
was | only into the books and cartoon

channels? That wasn't a real
childhood, perhaps. The real
childhood is how these children live.

Not much financially sound but so
much satisfied socially and mentally.

The children of mere 5 & 6 years
accompany their parents to the farm,
At the age appropriate for play and
study, these children contribute to
their parents’ work, to my surprise,
they do so without any complaints. If
asked, “Aaplog thakte nahi ho itna
kaam kar ke?’, “Ghar ke kaam karne
me kaisi thakan. Mata pita itna
humare liye hi to karte hai to humlog
ko bhi to help karni chahiye na!”

19

The kids would buy 1
chocolate from the
shop but would come
and offer me to have
half of it. Do we get to
see such generosity
these days? | doubt it.

Truly said, whenever
having a bad day
spend your time with
kids and that day

would be as good as it
can be. These kids can
come up with so many
interesting tales and
jokes that would make
one laugh aloud. |
may forget my meal a
day but cannot forget

those smiling faces
who made me smile
for 20 days.

MONU RAJAK



For approximately three weeks | lived in a village
named Hathiyapathar located in Masalia block,
which is somewhere around 50 km away from
the main city of Dumka, Jharkhand. It s
surrounded by nature with Mountains, meadows,
plains, cattle, and everything you dream of when
you want to be and feel close to nature. | was
always in awe for the whole time | was there as |
found myself playing in the lap of nature.

20



| was fortunate enough to
find a lovely family who
hosted me for the whole
Community Immersion
period. The care and
support | received made
me feel that | was just like
a son to them.

Being part of the family |
got the opportunity to
observe the challenges of
the society closely. | first
planned for classes, and
went to the school in order
to see if any students were
interested to come to my
morning and evening
classes. The classes begun
from the morning and end
at night.

24/12/20

| invested almost more
than 6 hours and
conducted classes after

traveling from one place to
another. The moments are
cherishable for me where |
held the hands of the kids
and taught them how to
write how to write English
Al I started with 5
students and then later |
started teaching kids from
4 Tolas. Everyday, there
were new faces and each
and every kid was
interested to learn, study
and grow. Each kid was
uniqgue and was inquisitive.
| would have never
imagined myself being so
loved, by everyone. It is a
life-changing experience
for me.

21



iiellale
o000

'S Manisha
Today

QI @ H 39 37161 SR/ THR-T1? (.05
IR g1, WA H B T8 T .00 4/
A, A1 7 3iadh forg @ 8 faswamn 4
o i e i e B a

ST 00:10 v

A AT 33U 1Y W= &Y 7497 € ST,
1R U T 37T <l FTEUT & TdeTrr | |

00:11

Today

39 &7 Fra smrar Hr wAgr gl .

T e
fore 7 g gpf A g dae e @R 8

|
W A 9T el ITeh! THT 3T,
PR e ae & gaEn .,

é <

4 i
online

Today

39 aTel, I7aet 3R i1 ot 3 & a1 ST
Teifeat &1 FRIER,
S8l @M o |IY 3feeld-aeerd 4 faer|

00:18 v

3R dt i & et Sy uR, Fifes o e §
BH W, MU ey 37ie ol 3R 00:19

aTET & TS W, S e MU T gR Rer &
AR, i T1Y § SATTHT R 3R @R |
00:19 &

. TR

' s a online
Today
a1 forg Tt & ST STOAT A (05

forE 71 ures SrgAT AW ifh S Feherarn
3T HH | 00:06

o 1 A &, ST ShiH i AT ATH, AT &
# wie ik draq € forgm siruest 991

00:06 v

&R & IR W, ot § § greR ATy A
B & HehrH || 00:06




WEF, S WY, IS [eeg
M@ 1 IE AR EERre

@emiy IAG|  cwEtier FifRpenrs
I AN [orwy o et
3arfa @ I 3w sASRT 3arda
a3 T 47N @UE WA J™I
Giq] e AR SITMIE@E ANE QAT
QAT QIR @F JAT A@| @
Ao RET @ ATISAE@ QF JA
PFT IG3 TS 3@ Toofaa AfSh
Y36 wiNE | g g¢97 wWf¥ o3
3arfa 1y @ afaes ova s
@®Itd & & |

IRTBI, AT @TAT AFT ATIATH|
B «iRite e @J @UE T8 @
o) (61 B B IG R G 1=1 E I U
AP TIF @ AHI-FIAA (A
9@ [ftzg| oifgr@ar o7 [gor
age fogbl wySle HAfFMWEs ofF
afes 999 wsy| g g-asftEs
FE I3 AN AT W IE @F|
BT ATITC BF BT QIR J@ @
SIS IIed Y 200 ARF| Q3R
ol wINig dfs  eiEReT SN
@ @ wgR FEfEE afStr 3o
SR R @A PRI (I ST

23



et @y AfYsre 231, AT SOt
WBRF 2™, FOOI AZSGT AIA 3
b T G S I e B TG R B U
Pobl WS 2@ W of Wiy
ol IO Ao JF & ST
QG

STPIE (AT TH T G AGITS
JRfew iy, Sre, arena, Sifs
aF WP JENE| S AR
S AT I A AR
o oo e fias
IS Yo Q| JCo! Ol
sfeicta e Qe Bifga g
Siqase s @ o)l AR
TG (A WED QfNT |

oIy crcafe A YT Ot FoIA
A 83 I IFGT| WA J@fH
fis], Sare, Frer, SifS aar Y]
I =@ wrat| asfoara s
[ S AR TEas 719 o FIorear
93 (FEEESTER JE W S
9]} AEIE &8E R ages
IEMG|

oy rdfe @Iw SEs S
A A S0 BN I A |
N (AR G aF GIpt af At
IHIBERF  Fpfay 3BT AW
IR qag | Wi Frafx
oEes A A | Wy Kreafz
NI PO A9 FT I |

I JET IR AR AJRA

83 | Prel WE SmERE
s 9@ @ @ i@ | e
T3 @SBt 18T zICOT BIAR
T3 qfew g WSt s
Srea 1 & It Fress |

A By I AFRALP T

ALOKENDU BISWAS



THE LADY AND
A GIRL

THE 80 YEARS AND THE 16 YEARS
TOO MUCH FOR HER AGE I THINK

| am old and alone,
| am young and ruined.

My sons left me in this broken shed,
my parents drink till they drop dead.

IYam weak and old,
| and strong yet hopeless.

They left me in hunger and darkness,
they are making it seem dark.

Someone holds me down, cried the old,
someone free me of these chains,
screamed the young one.

-PEEYUSHA PAHAL
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Let me ask you an
unanswerable question.

What happens to us after we
die? Errr, yes you know or no you
don't? Any idea? | am thinking
why to spend time on something
that can't be answered, fixed,
mended, brought back, or
perhaps can't be dealt with at
this moment to the moment
where life breathes to its last.
Because if  we knew what
happens after the curtain falls,
we might just skip the entire
show, as to speak we might
choose not to live; It'll be easier
that way, no?

What | figured out is, something happening just before we
die, might be worth answering. A nexus event where life takes
a halt at you, death awaits, every feeling gets amplified, eyes
get closed but you can still look. Having near-death
experiences about 3 times, what | looked at, was not a dream
Jaguar, moments of regrets, or anything holding material
value. It was the flashbacks, of people who have lived my life
with me, of the love & trust we weaved along the way, of the
warmth of a hug & that of a drop of a tear, of the shine that
the eyes of my beloveds held.
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A study published in the journal
Frontiers in Aging Neuroscience
suggests that life may actually flash
in front of our eyes before death.
“Through generating oscillations
involved in memory retrieval, the
brain may be playing a last recall of
important life events just before we
die, similar to the ones reported in
near-death experiences," Dr Ajmal
Zemmar, a co-author of the study
told Frontiers Science News.

While working on Syaahi- our
magazine, the process adorned me
with the privilege to go through the
writings of my co-fellows. And all |
could see as common among the
pieces were the ‘People’. Every tale,
every poem, every photo whispered
names of people | never met, never
heard of, yet | was in a position to be
compassionate towards them, the
communities they come from, the
culture they are passing on, the art
they are advocating for. | could
resonate with all the emotions
tagged along the way with my co-
fellows during the Cl. For me being a
part of a community is of great

importance, as | believe that | am
every individual |I'm connected to,
and every individual who IS

connected to me is a bit of myself.
Because when it comes to life, people
and their presence are all that
matters in the end.
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Talking of making this life worthy, which is a circle, every
decision that we make impacts countless lives attached to us.
To make these decisions right and acceptable, we must
understand how, why, when, by and for whom they should be
made. Starting from the basics, the policies that govern our
everyday lives, from the kind of water we are drinking to the
gquality of the air we are breathing, the type of engine our
vehicles have and the emissions they produce, the amount of
insurance coverage a person would receive during a
pandemic, the number of city buses to be run on a specific
route, the number of paediatricians, gynaecologists &
psychologists available for mothers and their babies, the
l[imits of freedom given to the socially weaker communities,
and the endless list, these are the areas we must indulge our
conscience and labour into. For, policies act as a binding
agent for the sand grains (here being the people) which our
fists aren't capable enough of holding together. Through
knowledge, experiments, trials, learnings, practice and all the
analytical tools available in the concerned subject matter,
we- the inheritor of society, shall aim towards sustainability.

VAIBHAVI AWASTHI
EDITOR
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AVA Y
OF COMMUNITY IMMERSION

Have you ever stayed in an

unknown remote village
for more than 15 days
without having any
personal connect?

Unfortunately, your
answer would be a No!
But we were fortunate

enough to experience this
during our fellowship and
let me tell you what? It
was worth it.
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What are villages?

Villages are the lands free

ilisYqql the hustle and
bustle of city life, these
are peaceful, calm, quiet,

and full of greenery where
one can breathe in fresh
air. The beauty of a village

is described by the
wayvillagers happily live
in small huts, made of

clay or mud.



JOURNEY

OF COMMUNITY IMMERSION

Have you ever thought of living in a

villager's house with minimal resources, Eﬂ%%%@
without paying rent, taking up labour ﬂSK
jobs?

| have lived a life like this, learnt lessons ORMTHE

and made the most out of it. And | feel @ﬁ?@ﬂ
deeply grateful to both my host families TSN TN
for giving me immense love and care. This experience

will always be close to my heart because | felt it.

They don't own big houses, but they have big hearts
They don't have basic facilities, yet they are thankful
for whatever they have.

They don't know much about technolog » but
connected with more people. P
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Towards Nation
Building

Community Immersion is not a mere word,
it's an emotion for every Gandhi fellow. It's
a journey of leaving our own house, our
culture, modern facilities, to adapting a
new family, exploring a new community,
taking up new challenges, welcoming new
lessons; of being a stranger to becoming a
loveable part of the community.




"ONCE A FELLOW,
ALWAYS A
FELLOW"

During CI, fellows faced a
series of experiences at
the grassroot level of our
country, at times they had
to support their host
families by taking up
labour work, they got to
work for the
underprivileged children,
some nights they had to
sleep empty stomach,
they were blessed by
community members but
at times they had to face
backlashes too yet, they
didn't let go of it, because
they knew that they are
the changemakers,
striving for a peaceful &
developed nation by
living through the ground
reality.

Our fellows have done a
tremendous job, beyond
my expectations
especially considering the
ongoing pandemic, they
have ensured that a
Gandhi Fellow can survive
anywhere, in any
condition, for the
community. Their

dedication & contribution
makes them the real
Nation Builders. I'll always
look up to you guys and
feel happy to have been a
part of your fellowship.

ROHAN HAZRA

Program Leader



PERSPECTIVE

Placed in Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan as a DTP-
Candhi Fellow, | happened to go through the
same process of Community Immersion like all
the other fellows. Our batch went through the
Cl journey thrice - living in three different
villages, each time. It was a |life-changing
experience for me, and it has left a strong
impression in my life which is leading me to be
devoted to my profession.

| never thought that | would be lucky enough
to be witnessing another Community
Immersion. | was not sure how the STP -
Operation Fellows and PRODUCT
fellows would be involved in
Community Immersion as they have
very limited interaction with the
ground and more involvement in the
District Offices and the State
Offices. It was a very difficult job for
them to find a place but, by hook
and crook; they managed it.

| was overwhelmed to see the
experience they went through, the
deconditioning phase they were a
part of. It was not easy to adopt a
village amidst a pandemic, go there,
live with an unknown family but, all
the fellows dedicated themselves to
completing their allotted tasks and
doing everything smoothly.
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As | visited some of the fellows
during the CI, | found them facing
a lot of challenges but they were
unstoppable. They tried their best
to achieve their goals and be a big
part of the welfare of the people of
the villages they chose for
themselves. They did everything -
household chores, farming,
teaching the young children,
teaching the women, etc.

Being a fellow, then, and a Senior
Program Leader, now, the respect
has increased for the curriculum.
The journey helps in gaining
immense strength to be a better
human being. Community
Immersion has helped people build
- resilient mechanisms,
adaptability, relation building and
gaining compassion. It is a process
of molting a caterpillar to be a
colourful butterfly.

I AM PROUD OF ALL THE FELLOWS FOR

SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE 1 MONTH
OF THEIR FIRST COMMUNITY IMMERSION.

RAVI PRAKASH GUPTA

SENIOR PROGRAM LEADER




RECLAIMING

TO BECOME A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN

Education is an empowering process that not only
enhances the potential of the people but also enhances
the ability and the capacity devoted towards nature and
its related creatures.

The community has been an important part since
education came into existence. In the past, learners from
Curukuls used to be deeply connected with the
community not only for studies but for attaining life
lessons. In line with this, when | heard about the
Community Immersion of the fellows, | was left
overwhelmed and a chain of thoughts continued to swirl
through my mind, like how things would turn out for
them, what values would add to their learnings, would
the community welcome them, etc.

Although | was a little worried looking at the figures of
the ongoing pandemic, there was still a ray of hope for
the fellows. And so, with the updates that | was getting
on our official group, of the fellows adorned with,
confidence, faith, and smile, | was mesmerized.

With every passing day, looking at the fellows’ social
media updates, my belief grew stronger in them winning
the hearts of the community. | saw them taking up varied
activities, like selling shoes, growing vegetables,
chattering with grandparents, processing paddy, and
whatnot. The way the communities welcomed our fellows
without wanting anything in return was heartfelt,
something that needs to be celebrated.
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| realized that | too shall
experience this to
connect with people and
be more supportive of
them using education as
an instrument. In fact, |
urge others too to have
such experiences, develop
an understanding of rural
India, brainstorm ways to
positively contribute, like,

developing leadership
gualities, self-
determination, self-help
skills, optimum
utilization of available
resources, and the list
goes on.

Community Immersion is
not simply getting
indulged with the people
but Iliving a Ilife which
supports the attainment

of educational goals,
advocated by our
Constitution. Adding to
this, it also aims at
making ourselves more
resilient towards
diversities &

inclusiveness, where all
can enjoy the right to
learn and grow.

SARIKA

Program Leader
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