
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Seth G.S. Medical College & King Edward Memorial Hospital collaborate with 
Piramal Foundation as a Knowledge Partner to enhance healthcare  

in Aspirational Districts of Maharashtra 
 
 

Mumbai, India - November 02, 2023 – Piramal 

Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Piramal 

Group, Seth G.S. Medical College and King Edward 

Memorial Hospital (KEM) with the support of 

Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) have 

joined hands to address the healthcare needs of 

aspirational districts in Maharashtra. The knowledge 

partnership's aim, as outlined in a three-year 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), is to enhance 

the well-being of 28 lakh tribal residents in these 

districts. 

 

The initiative will commence in Palghar district, 

affecting over 68 % of the tribal population residing 

there, with plans to expand learnings to other districts. 

The program aims to annually improve health indicators 

by 6-8%, addressing issues such as malnutrition, mother 

and child health, anemia, and tuberculosis among tribal 

populations. 

 

 

The collaborative effort will focus on enhancing therapeutic and preventive aspects of disease 

management. KEM Hospital will provide technical support to Piramal Foundation, under its Aspirational 

Bharat Collaborative program, including teleconsultation diagnostic support and capacity building training 

for frontline health workers in the targeted districts. Furthermore, the program aims to boost healthcare 

capabilities by providing training workshops for district-level health staff, tribal healers, and medical 

students volunteers. Health department staff will be trained to address various health issues. Tribal 

healers will receive training in primary healthcare, recognizing their vital role in tribal communities. The 

program also plans to create a joint curriculum for medical students to volunteer, learn, and teach in 

Maharashtra's Aspirational Districts through a fellowship programme, promoting knowledge sharing and 

community service. 

 

Key Highlights of the MOU 

The knowledge 
partnership will 
focus on therapeutic 
and preventive 
aspects of disease 
management 

Partnership aims to 
reach  28 lakh tribal 
people in 5 key 
Aspirational Districts 
of Maharashtra 

Focused on 
Nandurbar, 
Gadchiroli, Wasim, 
Osmanabad and 
Palghar, with a kick-
off in Palghar district 

Targets 6-8% annual 
health indicator 
improvement in 
tribal populations, 
focusing on 
malnutrition, 
maternal-child 
health, anemia, and 
TB reduction in these 
districts 

Tribal healers will 
receive training in 
primary healthcare, 
recognizing their vital 
role in tribal 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Swati Piramal, Chairperson, Piramal Group commented, "At Piramal Foundation, our central mission 

is focused on improving the well-being of underserved communities. We achieve this by strengthening 

Government systems and leveraging the energy and dedication of young individuals inspired by the 

principle of selfless service, known as 'Sewa Bhaav.' This collaboration with Seth G.S. Medical College and 

King Edward Memorial Hospital (KEM), supported by the BMC, signifies our joint commitment to empower 

tribal communities throughout the state. Through a formal partnership, we aim to enhance healthcare 

services and demonstrate our dedication to creating a positive impact, while remaining true to our core 

philosophy of 'Doing well and doing good.’ 

 

 

Dr Sangeeta Ravat - Dean of KEM Hospital & Seth G. S. Medical College, "This partnership with Piramal 

Foundation, KEM Hospital in support of BMC offers a transformative path for healthcare. It is a 

convergence of expertise and resources with the common goal of improving health outcomes in 

underserved districts. This partnership promises to be a beacon of progress, benefitting the targeted 

communities and setting a commendable example for the broader healthcare landscape." 

 

KEM Hospital will also provide clinical support through its Telemedicine wing, offer therapeutic and 

preventive guidelines, and conduct research and documentation of health interventions. The partnership 

also focuses on digitisation initiatives, such as Electronic Health Records (EHR), a Command and Control 

Centre (CCC), and enhancing the digital capacity of frontline workers. 

 

The program's comprehensive agenda includes establishing VHSND sites, Anemia Mukt Abhiyaan, 

Tuberculosis-Free initiatives, improving child and maternal health, addressing malnutrition and non-

communicable diseases, conducting health camps, and implementing school health programs.  

 

**** Ends*** 
About Piramal Foundation 

Piramal Foundation is the philanthropic arm of Piramal Group. Aligned to the Sustainable Development Goals the Foundation is 
committed to improving the lives of marginalized communities, by leveraging the power of youth and strengthening Government 
systems. With operations supported by 5000+ employees, and spread across 27 States and 2 Union Territories, over the last 16 
years it has touched the lives of more than 11.3 crore Indians. 
 
 
About Seth G.S. Medical College and King Edward Memorial Hospital (KEM) 

Founded in 1926, the Seth Gordhandas Sunderdas Medical College (GSMC) and the King Edward Memorial (KEM) Hospital are 
amongst the foremost teaching and medical care institutions in India. The municipal medical college (school) provides training to 
about 2800 students in undergraduate, postgraduate and super-specialty medical courses; in undergraduate and postgraduate 
physical and occupational therapy; Masters and PhD courses in various allied specialties. A nursing school with 400 students is 
also maintained by these institutions. With about 558 staff physicians and 1100 resident doctors, the 2250 bedded hospital treats 
about 1.8 million out-patients and 85,000 in-patients annually and provides both basic care and advanced treatment facilities in 
all fields of medicine and surgery. Funded by the BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation , these institutions render yeomen service 
– virtually free of cost – mostly to the underprivileged sections of the society. KEM Hospital Mumbai has been designated as one 
of the 8 Centers of Excellence for Rare Diseases in India by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India under 
the provisions of the National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
About BMC  

BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation is one of the oldest (150 years) and vibrant local self government body providing health care, 
education, safe water and other essential services to 12.9 million population in Mumbai city. It is the only Municipal Corporation 
providing specialty & super-specialty health care services through a chain of 4 medical & 1 dental colleges (schools), 6 specialty 
hospitals and 16 secondary hospitals in addition to primary health care facilities for the city’s population. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For Media Queries:  
Rajiv Banerjee 
Group Head – Corporate Communications 
rajiv.banerjee@piramal.com  
 

 

Dr. Shrikala Acharya 

Professor (Addl) 

Dept. of Community Medicine 

King Edward Memorial Hospital 

acharyashrikala@gmail.com  

 

mailto:rajiv.banerjee@piramal.com
mailto:acharyashrikala@gmail.com

